BUSINESS AREA: MOBILE APPS & IT

Case Study

NatureBlitz

We helped meet the NCCMA'’s two fold
goals of enabling the enthusiastic public to
contribute to data gathering and designing
a new avenue to educate the public about
Victoria’s diverse wildlife and ecosystems.

At the heart of NatureBlitz are its robust data recording
features, allowing users to recording not merely the location
of wildlife sightings within the North Central Victorian region,
but also photos and audio recordings of the specimen, among
other information. This information will then be made available
to the public, benefiting landowners, researchers, NCCMA’s
Waterwatch program, land management organisations and
students.

Additionally, the application is an invaluable resource for people
traveling across Victoria’s majestic northern river country,
offering an attractive and easy to navigate encyclopedia of our
local fauna, complete with photos and even their sounds. This
information comes supplied by the NCCMA, an authority on the
environs of North Central Victoria. The NCCMA can also update
this information remotely. A key feature of the application is that
users can hike deep into the bush and lose reception without
losing functionality, thanks to the app’s robust offline mode.

“Having this easy to use NatureBlitz App easily
accessible to the community means that the
information recorded by our citizen scientists
from across the region will significantly
increase the data available for future analysis,
research and reporting.”

Cassandra Davis

NatureBlitz- Spatial Vision

Customer Profile
www.nccma.vic.gov.au

Company

North Central Catchment Management
Authority

Location
Victoria

Industry

Government and Environment

Product
NatureBlitz

Solution

An attractive, intuitive application that
dually assists the public in learning
about Victoria’s wildlife and helps the
North Central CMA gather data on their
movement and condition

Benefits

An engaging mini-encyclopedia of
wildlife information, complete with
attractive photos and the animal’s
sounds

Straightforward interface allows non-
technical users to contribute to our
knowledge of our wildlife

Works offline on both Android and
iOS, recognising the inconsistent
reception available in parts of rural
Victoria

spatialvision.com.au



The ISsue

Although.civiliansproviding data to key stakeholders about the state of
ourdocat fauna isn’t new, NCCMA identified numerous aspects of the
process/that/could be improved through a more formalised crowdsourcing
ofinformation. Officers of the NCCMA and other stakeholders would
often receive verbal reports of wildlife sightings, creating an institutional
kAowledge that was prone to deterioration and not collected centrally

in any respect. On the other hand, expert lead surveys of North Central
Victoria's wildlife are costly and time consuming. It was clear that the
CMA would benefit significantly from a codified way for the public to
submit recordings directly into their database. Additionally, the application
provided an opportunity for the CMA to convert its online wildlife
information into an offline resource users could take with them into
national parks.

The Solution

Spatial Vision’s solution was a straightforward application
that worked across all devices, with a robust offline mode
that ensured the user’s functionality didn’t deteriorate
when they were deep in the bush. Great care was taken
to ensure the data collection process was intuitive for

the casual nature-goer, while maintain the robust suite

of features that our citizen scientists expect (and provide
the greatest value for our communal research). To this end
we allow our less technical users to simply attach their
sighting to one of the apps’ pre-included species and add
a spatial coordinate from their phone’s GPS, while more
enthusiastic users can capture audio from the animal, take
photos of it and fill in a number of text fields.

Key features include:

Application that works across
Android and iOS

Automatically checks for data
updates published by the client

Application’s encyclopedic data
can be downloaded and stored
offline, client’s recordings can be
stored offline and uploaded later

spatialvision.com.au

Level 8, 575 Bourke Street info@spatialvision.com.au
Melbourne 3000 Australia +61 03 9691 3000

The Benefits

An attractive, multimedia information source for
people new to Australia’s bushlands

Simple, unintimidating reporting interface
Works across Android and iOS

Assists in the creation of a robust database of wildlife
sightings that will assist land managers, Landcare
groups, Waterwatch groups, industry partners,
scientists, researchers and students

Crowdsourced data represents a dramatically cheaper
alternative to expert data for broad collection,
allowing experts to focus in on the most important/
difficult areas

Robust updating allows the client to push new data to
the application as needed

Retains almost all functionality offline, ideal for an
application designed for use in remote areas

We helped the NCCMA achieve their goals with an
intuative application.
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